
Generative AI is experimental. Info quality may vary. 

Yes, it can be hard for former prisoners to get a 
job:

• Unemployment 

Formerly incarcerated people have a higher unemployment rate than 
the general population, with an average unemployment rate of 27% 
 

• Skills 
Many ex-prisoners lack basic skills, such as literacy, which can make 
it difficult to understand job ads, fill out applications, or write 
business letters 
 

• Criminal record 
Ex-offenders may not qualify for certain jobs because of their criminal 
record 
 

• Discrimination 
Parolees may face discrimination due to the stigma of having been in 
prison 
 

• Legal liability 
Employers may refuse to hire ex-offenders because of legal liability 
issues 
 



However, it's not impossible to find a job. One effective 
job search strategy is to connect with your local Career 
Center and search for jobs you are qualified for.
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How does incarceration affect employment prospects? 

What plays a significant role in an employer's decision to hire ex-offenders? 
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